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diplomatic corps, otherwise he would not get a visa to stay
long enough in the country. Once inside Russia he finds
that his diplomatic status imprisons him in the regulations
of protocol. In the eyes of Soviet citizens he is unclean.
No Russian, except the appropriate officials, will ever visit
him. He will not be invited openly to Russian homes.
He cannot even take an ordinary Soviet citizen to a concert
or for a walk in the park. None of this fantastic ostracism
comes from the Russian people themselves. It is entirely
due to fear on their part of State disapproval. It is no
exaggeration to say that during my stay in Russia I received
nothing but kindness, openness, and co-operation from
Soviet scientists, agriculturists, and the officials of industrial
enterprises; there was not one instance of hostility or
suspicion. Also it is no exaggeration to say that from the
government department charged with the duty of main-
taining * cultural contacts * with foreigners, I received very
little beside obstruction, inefficiency, and evasion. Through
the co-operation of the Soviet Foreign Office, the President
of the Academy of Sciences, and two Vice-Commissars, I
was able in the end to learn something about science in
Russia, and I came away with an admiration for some
Russian accomplishments and a sympathetic understanding
of some Russian problems. But had I relied upon the
activities of the Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign
Countries (VOKS) I should have come home, as so many
other foreigners have come home, frustrated and dis-
gruntled.
Any foreigner in Moscow who wishes to see something of
Soviet life and institutions is referred to VOKS. Visits to
universities, schools, scientific institutions, farms: all these
have to be arranged through VOKS. Members of the
diplomatic and press corps are unanimous in their exaspera-
tion with VOKS, and it is despised by the Russians them-
selves. For the serious- student, who comes to Russia for
more than a month, and who wants more information than
is contained in the official * hand-outs', VOKS is a major

